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Florida resident copes with 
Katrina losses through style _ 


of class... 


Dustin Luca photo 
Students courageous enough to travel in the winter storm responsible for clos- 
ing most schools in the area were greeted, on the opening day of classes, with 
nothing less than driving trouble and a relatively quiet college campus. For 
more pictures, see the back page of this issue. 


NECC community debates Disney 


Question of bias 
raised against 


Observer reporter 


By Dustin Luca 
Editor 


While the college community 
was on vacation over the course of 
winter break, debate and discussion 
continuously took shape at the col- 
lege over the validity of claims made 
in a recent story run in the NECC 
Observer about the partnership 
between the college and the Disney 
Internship program. 

In the story that ran on the cover 
of the Dec. 14, 2005 edition of the 
NECC Observer, Contributing 
Reporter J. Tilman Cormier shed 
light on discoveries he made regard- 
ing problems within the program 
through talking to a single student 
who took advantage of the internship 
opportunity. In a letter to the editor 
featured on page three of this issue, 
Career Planning Advisor and Disney 
Internship Coordinator Susan Chory 
said that, “The ‘reporting’ on the 
Disney program is a clear demonstra- 
tion of the adage, ‘Never let the facts 
get in the way of a good story.”” 

“The article on the Disney World 


College Program as well as the edito- 
rial on page two did not accurately 
reflect the program, its requirements, 
its expectations or its outcomes,” 
Chory went on to say in the letter, 
along with other comments focusing 
on inaccuracies in facts reported in 
the article and accompanying staff 
editorial. 

One of the primary points in 
Chory's letter regarding the reporting 
was the fact that only one source was 
used in the story - an NECC student 
named Jeff Shea who shared his neg- 
ative experiences with Cormier. 
Chory also commented on the fact 
that the story had no sources willing 
to discuss positive accounts of the 
Disney program. 

In an email distributed to staff 
members of the NECC Observer and 
to Chory, Cormier explained that not 
being able to find students willing to 
talk about Disney prevented him 
from finding sources willing to share 
positive stories regarding the pro- 


“Why did I only quote one stu- 


‘dent? Because it was hard enough to 


find anyone in the program without 
the assistance of the NECC staff. I 
had one other student who would 
only speak on condition of anonymi- 
ty, and thus I did not use this student 
for the article,” said Cormier in his 


response to Chory's letter. 

Chory also said in her letter that 
students willing to provide positive 
accounts of the Disney program were 
available and that he was even 
offered a follow-up contact. To this, 
Cormier responded by saying that he 
asked for the contact information of 
some students in the program, and 
the school denied the request out of 
confidentiality. 

“T then specifically asked at least 
that the administrative staff have stu- 
dents contact me, and no one did,” 
said Cormier in his response. 

Additionally, according to Chory, 
thoughts and feelings expressed by 
Shea in the article differed from what 
he told her personally in an exit- 
interview. Chory said that the only 
complaints Shea made regarding the 
program was that it was too hot at 
times. 

When asked for a comment, Shea 
said, “I did not feel compelled to tell 
her anything. I didn't feel I needed 
to.” 

Shea also said that he got into the 
Disney Internship program mostly 
without her aid, and this was a lead- 
ing reason for him not discussing his 
problems with the program with her. 

“J didn't feel I needed to continue 
dealing with her,” said Shea. 

See Disney page 3 


‘5 Sports 
NECC gears up for the 
addition of Track in Spring 


Spurk gets a long 
overdue upgrade 


Building is enhanced 
with new furniture; 
renovations planned 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


In a continuing process to bring 
the facilities at NECC into the 21st 
century, college officials and 
employees now have their sights on 
restoring and renovating the Spurk 
building on the Haverhill campus. 

In an effort to “enhance the entire 
learning environment,” said Vice 
President of Administration Mark 
Andrews, employees spent winter 
break, starting on Dec. 23 and run- 
ning straight to the week before 
Spring 2006 classes started, rework- 
ing 10 classrooms on the first floor of 
the Spurk Building, rooms C-101 to 
C-110, which included painting all 
walls, stripping and resealing the tile 
floors and even refurnishing the 


rooms. 

“We're looking for better ways to 
serve students for student success,” 
said Andrews. “We're making sure 
faculty and students get the environ- 
ment that they need.” 

Using college funds, officials 
hope to repeat the process with the 
rest of the Spurk Building's first 
floor, along with the second and third 
floor of the building, at the conclu- 
sion of the Spring 2006 semester. 

“We also converted slate chalk- 
boards to all new whiteboards (in the 
redesigned rooms),” said Andrews, 
adding that most of the work done on 
the Spurk building was inspired by a 
combination of teacher and student 
comments and suggestions. 

One of the leading suggestions 
attended to in the plans for the Spurk 
Building related to the replacement 
of all desks and chairs, generation- 
old furniture pieces that have “out- 
done their time,’ according to 
Andrews. 


See Spurk page 5 


College welcomes new 
full-time professors 


NECC adds to roster 
by adding Jirst-ever 
photography teacher 


Norther Essex hires two new 
faculty in the Photography and 
Nursing departments. Bryan, Ward, a 
professor who has been teaching at 
NECC for 6 years, has recently taken 
a full-time position, ai Kristen 
Michaud also has been hired as a 
full-time Nursing professor. 

For the first time in its history, 
Northern Essex Community College 
has hired a full-time photography 
professor - Bryan “Biff’ Ward, who 
is eager to develop a liberal arts pho- 
tography option for students. 

Ward has taught Introduction to 
Photography as well as Advanced 
Photography I, Il, and III. He now 
teaches a digital photography class as 
well. 

A resident of Nashua, N.H., Ward 
received an associate of arts degree 
in liberal arts from Delta College, 
University Center, Michigan, and a 
bachelor of arts degree in art with a 
photography.emphasis from Saginaw 
Valley State University, Saginaw, 
Michigan. He earned a master of fine 
arts in art photography with addition- 
al research on digital imaging and 
video from the Syracuse University 
School of Art andDesign Syracuse, 


New York. 

In recom- 
mending 
Ward for the 
position Paul 
Bevilacqua, 
vice president 
and dean of 
academic 


affairs at 
NECC, said, 
“ Bryan has a 
strong acade- Press Release photo 
mic back- F 
Biff Ward 


ground in pho- 
tography and 
his work is impressive. I'm confident 
that he's going to be able to grow our 
photography program, attracting stu- 
dents who want to start their own 
businesses as well as those who want 
to transfer for an advanced degree in 
photography." 

Ward has previous experience as 
a part-time instructor and lecturer at 
Plymouth State College; University 
of Southern Maine, Portland- 
Gorham, Maine; University of 
Connecticut; Eastern Michigan; and 
Syracuse University. 

Northern Essex currently offers 
IntroductiontoPhotography, 
Advanced Photography, Portfolio for 
Photography, Digital Photography, 
and Documentary Photography. 


See Faculty page 6 
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The college shoul 
have not been open 


On the first day of classes, a winter 
storm inconveniently made its way 
into our area and blanketed practically 
everything, particularly roads and 
walkways, so fast that cleaning crews 
could not keep up. 

Many schools in the area saw this 
as a driving hazard, an unnecessary 
risk for anybody who would need to 
commute, and for these schools that 
acknowledged the hazard, school was 
closed for the day. But this concern for 
commuting students and professors 
was obvoiusly not the priority on the 
minds of whoever was responsible for 
keeping the college open for the first 
day of classes. 

Many of us could keep a tally of 
how many cars, many of them driven 
by students as you’d get closer to the 
college, had slid off of the road due to 
the hazardous weather conditions. 
Even parking during the day was a 
challenge, as students couldn’t even 
see the lines for where parking spaces 
began and ended. 


One could understand why the 
school stayed open, however. Of all of 
the days that the storm could have hit, 
it hit on the first day of classes—the 
day where all things are set to begin. 
Many students, still on vacation men- 
tally, might not have remembered the 
college’s cancellation phone number or 
had it in a place where they could find 
and call it at a moment’s notice. 

Additionally, as is the case with 
any semester, there are new students at 
the college who wouldn’t even have 
any knowledge at all of the phone 
number. It goes without saying that 
both of these types of students, the new 
ones and the ones not fully in the swing 
of things, would have driven all the 
way to NECC to find out it was closed. 

But still, there is the rest of the stu- 
dent body who know about the number 
and know how to see if the college was 
open or not—and it is these students 
who were unnecessarially put at risk. 


Cancellation phone number: 
1-978-556-3002 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system 

We prefer missions via email: 


obdserver@necc.mass.equ 
*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association 
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What do you think of the building 
improvements made on campus this year? 


Derek Manteuffel, Illustration 

“Registering was really easy. I think 
revamping the place makes it look 
nice. And the Technology Center is a 
good environment to have classes in.” 


Giuseppe Larose, Liberal Arts 
“Well, I think the money could have 
been used for other things, not neces- 
sarily the buildings alone.” 


Chrissy Coates, Liberal Arts 

“I love the new Student Center! It’s 
so much easier - now you can just go 
to the advising center and register 
right there instead of walking all over 
the place. Plus it’s a really beautiful 
building.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Ozan Haksever, Theatre 

“IT haven’t seen the new classrooms 
yet, but I think the One-Stop Student 
Center looks really nice. Very profes- 
sional and convenient.” 


Bambi Mbiyi, Biology 

“The Technology Center is awesome. 
I had a computer class there - the 
computers are so clean and the build- 
ing is very modern. I wish the Student 
Center was closer to the rest of the 
campus though.” 


John Luongo, Comp. Graphics 
“Yeah, | like all the new stuff. I hope 
the classrooms were revamped to 
hold more people.” 


— 
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uestion: would you rather 
have sex or cancer? 


A question posed to 
the daughters of 
‘family’ groups 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


What did 
you learn in 
sex ed? Did 
they show you 
charts of 
teenage preg- 
nancy  statis- 
tics? Scare you 
with the AIDS 
virus? Hand 
out a compre- 
hensive list of venereal diseases? 
Or did they just briskly skim the 
outer surface of sexual education 
by repeating the old mantra, 
“Abstain, abstain, abstain!”? 

How about the numbers? Did 
anyone tell you about human papil- 
loma virus, or HPV for short? Did 
they say how it’s the most common 
sexually transmitted disease in the 
United States, having been exposed 
to around 75% of the population at 
one point or another? More than 
that, HPV is the potentially serious 
strain that causes 95% of cervical 
cancer cases. And to top it all off, 
cervical cancer is the second lead- 
ing cause of cancer deaths in 
women. 

If you, the reader, are having 
flashbacks to an embarrassed-look- 
ing gym teacher struggling to 


explain how condoms work to a 
room-full of twelve-year-olds, then 
I’m going to have to assume you 
didn’t know this, and will keep typ- 
ing. 

But there’s some good news on 
the cancer front: the pharmaceuti- 
cals company Merck has developed 
a vaccine that could potentially 
wipe out the risk of women ever 
becoming infected with HPV. 
Similar to how children receive 
standard inoculations for measles, 
mumps, or tetanus, 
the vaccine would 
be required for all 
girls between 10 to 
12 .years of age. 
Because the vaccine 
is only proven suc- 
cessful in protecting 
against future expo- 
sure to HPV, nor in 
patients who are 
already infected, it 
is vital that the girl is injected prior 
to becoming sexually active. A 
report at www.kaisernetwork.org 
shows the drug is nearly 100% 
effective, an accomplishment that 
is very rare in any new vaccine. 

Unfortunately, here’s where the 
controversy comes in: a few con- 
servative, family-oriented groups 
claim that the vaccine promotes 
promiscuity. Groups such as Focus 
on the Family and the Christian 
Medical and Dental Associations 
have already spoken out against the 
vaccine, which is set to begin dis- 
tribution in Australia sometime 
within the next year. According to a 


ie am 


press release found on the National 
Organization for Women website 
(www.now.org) some parents have 
already complained, saying things 
like “the new vaccine will sabotage 
our abstinence message.” 

First of all, I’d just like to point 
out that people who repeatedly 
shout out “Abstinence!” over and 
over again as a form of sexual edu- 
cation, without providing any back- 
ing information as to why this is so 
important, are pretty much sabotag- 


Tera] Pl eT 


People who repeatedly shout out 
“Abstinence!” over and over again as a 
form of sexual education.... are pretty 
much sabotaging their own message. 


ing their message themselves. I 
went to a Southern New Hampshire 
public school, where the person 
who taught us sex ed was an eighth 
grade science teacher, who fol- 
lowed every STD-related factoid 
by writing “ABSTINENCE” in big 
chalky letters on the board. Never 
did she explain contraceptive meth- 
ods for women in any real depth, 
because oh-no-God-forbid, they 
might discover Planned Parenthood 
and start going at it like rabbits. If 
you don’t believe that teenagers are 
uneducated, just try and Google the 
phrase “Could I get pregnant by” 
and see what sort of ridiculous 


‘Disney’ article stirs controversy 


Continued from Page | 


Another topic in the debate 
about Disney was focused on 
claims made in the article regarding 
living conditions and deductions 
from paychecks. 

“As for the deductions from 
paychecks, ONLY rent is deducted, 
not 'board and food,"” said Chory in 


her letter. “Although the pay is less 
than desirable by Massachusetts 
standards, successful students 
quickly learn the valuable, life-long 
lesson of living within a budget. 
And students are well aware of the 
rate of pay before they agree to par- 
ticipate in the Disney World 
College Program.” 

In his rebuttal, Cormier stated 


that deducting $69 to $89 a week 
for rent and still having to buy your 
own groceries “is not a good 
thing.” 

When asked for a comment 
regarding the story and Cormier's 
comments, Chory said, “We cer- 
tainly don't ignore problems with 
Disney. If we have an issue, we 
bring it to their attention.” 


Observer reporter biased against Disney 


To the Editor: 


I am outraged at the sensational- 
ized “reporting” reflected in the 
December 14 issue of the Observer. 
The article on the Disney World 
College Program as well as the edito- 
rial on page 2 did not accurately 
reflect the program, its requirements, 
its expectations, or its outcomes. 

Regarding the editorial, no cast 
member at Disney is ever “stuck in a 
giant mouse suit all day in the swel- 
tering heat”. Cast members who 
work in character costumes are rotat- 
ed every 15 minutes to assure that no 
one suffers from heat stroke. Of what 
benefit would it be to Disney to have 
Minnie Mouse collapse on Main 
Street in front of her adoring young 
fans? 

As for the deductions from pay- 
checks, ONLY rent is deducted, not 
“board and food”. Although the pay is 
less than desirable by Massachusetts 
standards, successful students quickly 


learn the valuable, life-long lesson of 
living within a budget. And students 
are well aware of the rate of pay 
before they agree to participate in the 
Disney World College Program. 

As for the front page headline 
“Students speak against Disney”, only 
one student was quoted throughout 
the article. Who are these “students”? 
Why didn’t Mr. Cormier include 
quotes from the students who spoke 
highly about the program, thereby 
presenting a balanced perspective? 
Has this newspaper now settled for 
tabloid quality? There were several 
students available to this reporter at 
the presentation who had very posi- 
tive experiences, and a follow-up con- 
tact was made available to him. But 
apparently factual information didn’t 
fit the spin of his article. 

Regarding this same quoted stu- 
dent whose job was changed after he 
arrived at Disney: Students are noti- 
fied that positions may be changed in 
order to meet pressing needs in anoth- 


er area. This can be an advantage to 
the student who is able to gain a dif- 
ferent perspective from the new posi- 
tion. The student can also market this 
to future employers as demonstration 
of flexibility and adapting well to 
change, and working as a team player. 

Editorializing belongs on the edi- 
torial page, not in news articles report- 
ing on events. Well written, effective 
news articles utilize as much objectiv- 
ity as possible, presenting both sides 
of any issue. If a byline is attached 
and the writer is voicing his/her opin- 
ions, then that should be indicated. 
Otherwise, the practice of mixing 
facts with opinions crosses the bound- 
ary into irresponsible journalism. 

The “reporting” on the Disney 
program is a clear demonstration of 
the adage, “Never let the facts get in 
the way of a good story.” 


Susan Chory 
Career Planning 
Behrakis Student Center 


results pop up. (Just for the record: 
when I tried it, the very first result 
carried the headline of “Can a vir- 
gin get pregnant?”) 

Here’s some news for you: 
teenagers aren’t going to NOT have 
sex because you tell them not to. 
They’re going to have sex because 
teenagers are teenagers and live 
under this guise that since they’re 
young and healthy, nothing can 
actually happen to them. Even a 
teenager who is determined to 
remain abstinent 
can collapse 
under the pres- 
sure of sexually- 
active friends, so 
isn’t it 
important to edu- 
cate a 
on methods to 
protect he or she 
in case of sexual 
encounters? 

The same goes with the HPV 
vaccine. Giving it out at such an 
early age is a safeguard; the aver- 
age age a girl becomes sexually 
active is actually 16, but the vac- 
cine needs to be given out six 
months prior to intercourse to be 
effective. By eliminating a standard 
age to administer the vaccine, in 


more 


teenager 


favor of a case-by-case basis, doc- 
tors would be required to delve into 
each individual’s sexual history, 
something the individual may lie 
about, especially in the prepubes- 
cent years when the parent is still 
present in the doctor’s office. 
Finally, no matter how long a 


woman waits, she is more than like- 
ly going to be sexually active 
someday, even if it isn’t until mar- 
riage. Since all of these “family” 
groups are homophobic anyway, 
the men obviously have wives, and 
many of them have daughters, so 
wouldn’t they want the women in 
their family safeguarded from such 
a terrible threat? Even if cervical 
cancer doesn’t lead to death, if it 
isn’t caught soon enough, a woman 
may have to undergo a hysterecto- 
my, an operation which robs them 
of the ability to bear children. And 
in childless patients who are under 
forty, this can be just as traumatic 
and devastating as learning about 
the cancer. 

Women’s organizations are 
concerned by this controversy, 
mostly because it can have an 
effect on what the FDA ultimately 
decides regarding the vaccine. You 
might be asking “Who cares? It’s 
just a few extremist groups oppos- 
ing the vaccine,” but think about 
the debate concerning the availabil- 
ity of the morning-after pill: the 
FDA continually pushed back it’s 
over-the-counter availability at the 
protests of conservative family 
groups, just like the ones protesting 
the HPV vaccine. 

Only time will tell in regards to 
the vaccine. Until then, January is 
Cervical Cancer Screening Month; 
check out www.cervicalcancercam- 
paign.org for more information. 
Get checked, stay healthy, and sup- 
port the HPV vaccine. It could save 
the women of future generations. 


Exposing Disney and the 
Bush administration 


To the Editor: 


I stumbled across a copy of the 
Observer taking my daily walk 
around the neighborhood and detour- 
ing through NECC. Reading it, I was 
delighted at the astute observations 
of J. Tillman Cormier regarding 
Disneyland whose main goal is prof- 
it as well as the opinion piece by Joni 
Quinn about George Bush and his 
Republicans whose main goal 
appears to be the destruction of the 
America we know. 

Disneyland has always had a 
great marketing campaign and, like 
George Bush and his Republicans, 
hoodwinks people into believing they 
puts people first. Not having kids, | 
have never benefited from the won- 
ders of Disneyland, but from what 
friends tell me, | am missing nothing. 
The fact that Disneyland wants cheap 
labor to plug anywhere it wants 
should surprise no one. Here’s what 
friends have told me: “All you do is 
wait in lines for hours” and “After 
seeing one oversized Mickey and a 
made up Snow White, I was ready to 
leave” and “Those poor young work- 
ers standing for hours.” Cormier’s 
article demonstrates that our college 
students are ‘hip’ to the stunts of cor- 
porate America feeding off moms 
and dads and flashing nonsense 
before the eyes of their children 


under the ruse of ‘family values.’ 
Thank you for a great undressing of 
Disney, for your article corroborates 
what I have always thought. 

But it is Joni Quinn who so artic- 


ulately unmasks the man in the 
White House and his minion 
Republicans who cater to the 


wealthy, abhor the press, have con- 
tempt for the poor, deride environ- 
mentalists, and disrespect medical 
research. Quinn documents the con- 
tempt Bush and his Republican 
administration have for the press 
with plenty of facts. Truth is, this 
president has had the fewest press 
conferences of any US president. 
Usually, we see him in front of a uni- 
formed military personnel when he 
feels it’s time to promote his cease- 
less war for ‘democracy,’ the last 
thing this man and his supporters are 
concerned about. 

I want to applaud these two writ- 
ers of the NECC Observer for their 
willingness to expose Disneyland, a 
sad example of good values for fam- 
ilies, and George Bush, who would 
be a dangerous man were he not so 
dim-witted. 


Sincerely, 


Michael Veves 
Haverhill, MA 
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The war of the world 


An end must be put 
to Mother Nature 


By DusTIN LuCcA 
Editor 


Seeing that we have kicked off 
the 21st century with a war on ter- 
ror, maybe we should add to the list 
of inanimate objects we are attack- 
ing and also declare war on Mother 
Nature. 

Every year, Mother Nature ter- 
rorizes the United States in a highly 
repetitive, yet effective, fashion, 
and I am starting to grow tired of it. 
Her terrifying ways are simply an 
elaborate looping system of control 
that, as the year progresses, either 
convinces us to become house- 
dwelling social hermits or kills us if 
we think otherwise. But why would 
Mother Nature terrorize us? I'll tell 
you why—control. 

We'll start with summer, which, 
as you all know, is the hottest time 
of the year across the country. 
During this time, Mother Nature 
somehow manages to break our air 
conditioners and put a lot of effort 
into making all bodies of water in 
the northern hemisphere boil. Then, 
the vicious witch throws spinning 


200-mile-wide cyclones of death 
with cute names like “Katrina” and 
“Billy” at us like we are some 3500- 
mile-long bowling alley. Through 
this, Mother Nature tells us to hide 
inside our homes in order to stay 
away from the heat, and then to run 
away in a mass panic 
“Hurricane Slaughterhouse” or 
whatever other fluffy, cute name 
has been applied to 
that moisture 
demon that has 
been brewed up in 
the Atlantic Ocean. 
As this all goes 
down, and 
over again I might 
add, Mother Nature 
she 


from 


over 


relaxes as 

laughs in a mania- 

cal manner some- 

where that rewards 

her with inner peace and serenity. 
This normally lasts straight 

through to November, when Mother 

Nature then turns the heat down 

dramatically so she can play her 

role in making driving hazardous 

and also killing all of our cash crops 


with frost. Here, she’ll encourage 
that we once again hide in safety, 
only so she can trap us in our hous- 
es with an annoyingly high level of 
snow. Then, little 
pestilence patrols (Avian Bird Flu, 
pneumonia, bronchitis and vacuum 


she sends out 


UPS & YOU. 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM 
WITH NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 

as a Part-Time Package Handler. 
{Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs.) 


cleaner salesmen, to name a few) 
that the homes we can’t 
escape through things like our heat- 
ing systems and the snowy foot- 
prints we leave everywhere. With 
this, we all get really sick and a 
number of us die in our prison-like 


enter 


environment. 
Fortunately for us, pestilence 
patrols are no picnic to deal with, so 


Every year, Mother Nature terrorizes 
the United States in a highly repetitive, 
yet effective, fashion, and I am starting 
to grow tired of it. 


after everyone gets healthy and 
begins to either cremate or eat their 
dead, usually starting in March, an 
exhausted Mother Nature sets the 
weather pattern to “rain” and takes 
a nap until July, where she repeats 
the entire seasonal process again. 

A lot of you might think that 
Mother Nature does this to us 
because of what we do to her (i.e. 
pollution, war, nuclear development 
and testing, and concealing our dis- 


ease-ridden corpses in the skin of 


our planet), but you’re all wrong. In 


fact, Mother Nature really doesn’t 
have a care in the world (literally) 
about the stuff we do to her through 
our own industrial growth and 
intercontinental prejudices and 
hatreds. 

Really, Mother Nature is mildly 
bitter with the universe for throw- 
ing things like asteroids and solar 
flares at her on a somewhat regular 
basis. Think about 
it for a moment. 
Say you're a real- 
ly fat person - so 
big, that you can’t 
really move on 
your own. You are 
so fat, that your 
movement is 
based on the grav- 
itational pull of a 
huge fireball that 


will eventually 
burn you alive and swallow you 
whole. Bearing this in mind, 


Mother Nature really doesn’t have 
that good of a deal on her side. 

So, until your day of burning 
comes about, you are left to float 
around somewhere huge and deso- 
late as you spin uncontrollably on 
some invisible axis. This is when a 


big monster-like rock comes out of 


nowhere and sails directly into you, 
in turn putting you into a nuclear 
winter that lasts for years on end. 
For the sake of comparison, this is 


like someone you can’t see hitting 
you in the face with a really big, 
unfertilized chicken egg. 

Wouldnt you be upset? Hell 
yeah! And now that somebody you 
can’t even see has attacked you, 
what would you do? For those of 
you that said, “I would beat my 
children severely,” you are exactly 
correct. You can’t wage war with 
something you can’t see, so you 
beat up the next best thing: a lesser 
life form that you can easily boss 
around. In reality, we are Mother 
Nature’s lesser life forms. 

Mother Nature is attacking us 
year after year because the 
Universe at large is attacking her, so 
I think it is about time that we end 
this never-ending cycle of displaced 
retaliation and do everything we 
can to fight back. The oppression of 
man at the hands of this blood-suck- 
ing supernatural vampire is soon to 
be at an end. No longer will things 
like rain, “Alberta Clippers” and Jet 
Streams control the way we live our 
lives. So rise, good people! Let us 
strike Mother Nature in the spring 
time, when she is at her weakest. 

I'll bring a catapult. You guys 
can bring the eggs. 


The writer of this column wel- 
comes and openly asks for any com- 
ments and feedback on this work. . 
Those wishing to provide feedback 
can email dustin luca@gmail.com. 
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Dance Club begins 
practicing for 
Spring 06 
semester 


Every Monday from 12-1 
the NECC Dance club meets n 
the Dancers’ Studio located in 
the Student Activities Building 
on the Haverhill campus. 

Meetings will begin on 
Monday, January 30. 

All students are invited, 
and no dance experience is 
needed. 

For further information 
contact: Elaine Mawhinney at 

978 556 3395 


Career planning 
hosts Career 
Decision 
workshops 


If you are uncertain about 
which NECC program is right 
for you, come to one of these 
workshops where you will mate 
your personality and interests 
with NECC programs of study 
and careers. 

Thursday January 12 

2:00-3:00 PM 

Wednesday January 18 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Friday February 17 

10:00-11:00 AM 

Friday March 10 

10:00-11:00 AM 

Tuesday April 11 

3:00-4:00 PM 


To Register to attend please 
call 978-556-3722 


NECC career 
planning offers 
Choices workshop 


If you need help making 
decisions about your career 
choice or direction, attending 
one of these workshops may be 
the answer. 

Thursday, February 9, 
10:00 AM till 12 PM 

Wednesday, March 8, 

10:00 AM tillL42. PM 

Tuesday, April 25, 

1:00- 3:00 PM 


To register to attend please 
call 978-556-3722 

If you need to request an 
interpreteur please call 

978-556-3897 

one week prior to the work- 
shop. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer(@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Spurk to be renovated 


Continued from Page | 


Replacing the worn desk fixtures 
in the redesigned rooms now are ban- 
quet tables and rolling office chairs, 
purchases made in an effort to not 
only meet student demands but also 
to make the overall learning process 
a more comfortable experience. 

“The idea was to go right up to 
the security office and set the 
model,” said Andrews, adding that 
the model acted upon over the break 
will be fine tuned and tweaked as 
necessary for when the rest of the 
building is completed over the sum- 
mer. “We came in under budget and 
on time.” 

While the college is fronting the 
money for the work being put into 
the classrooms, it is a $6.2 million 
bill currently being passed through 
the Massachusetts Legislature that 
will eventually cover the costs of 
completely reworking all of the 
mechanical systems in the building, 
which include the water and heat sys- 
tems, ventilation and the implemen- 
tation of new technology that may be 
ready for use as early as the fall 2006 
semester. 

According to Andrews, this and 
more is one of the last items on a list 
of objectives officials refer to as the 
“Ten Year Plan,” which at one time 
also included the renovating and 
restructuring of all outdated building 
roofs on the Haverhill campus, the 
lease of space in the Lucent 
Technology's factory in North 
Andover, Mass. and the construction 
of the Technology Center, a new 
addition to the campus as of the Fall 
2005 semester. Seven years into the 


plan, the only large project remain- 
ing on the list is the repairing and 
reworking of the roof on the Spurk 
building, as well as all of the 
mechanical systems inside of it. 

“We're planning the Spurk roof 
for the Spring,” said Andrews. 
“We've accelerated the plan by 
three years.” 

Work on the Spurk building's 
many mechanical systems started 
prematurely over the break when 
on Sat., Jan. 7, crews’ cut the 
Haverhill campus off from all 
power to replace and old, weakened 
power transformer. 

“That was a planned exercise to 
better prepare the college to take on 
extra electricity,” said Andrews, 
adding that when the building was 
initially created, technological 
advances such as smart classrooms 
and computers in many of the 
rooms were not deciding factors in 
the initial mechanical design of the 
building. 

Known formally as “Capital 
Adaptation and Renewal,” the plans 
to renovate the Spurk building are 
currently slated to begin immediate- 
ly after commencement this spring, 
provided all funds are in place as 
necessary, and will hopefully be fin- 
ished for the beginning of the fall 
2006 semester. 

“Business isn't about standing 
still. It's about continually moving 
and adapting,” said Andrews. 
“We're doing floors, doing ceilings 
and moving through all of the build- 
ings. And now, the focus is on 
Spurk.” 


Motive behind 


WORCESTER, Mass. (AP)—The 
inmate who strangled child-molesting 
priest John Geoghan behind bars testi- 
fied Monday that he resolved to kill the 
clergyman after Geoghan arrogantly 
brushed off criticism that he had 
“destroyed all kinds of lives." 

Joseph Druce took the stand for a 
second day at his trial for killing 
Geoghan, who was serving time for 
groping a 10-year-old boy and had 
been accused of molesting 150 other 
children, 

Druce, 40, said that in the weeks 
before the slaying, he twice confronted 
Geoghan about molesting children. 
Instead of denying the accusations, 
Geoghan was “‘arrogant" and said he 
was worth far more than the millions 
the Boston Archdiocese had paid to 
settle lawsuits against him, Druce testi- 
fied. 

“I was just, like, That's it. That's 
it. I've got to stop this,"" Druce said. *‘T 
couldn't get it out of my head." 

After, Geoghan: was _ dead, Druce 
said, he felt relief: “It had been done. It 
was over ... | had peace of mind." 

Druce, who is already serving a 
life sentence for another killing, is 
using an insanity defense, arguing that 
his own molestation as a child and 
years in prison had filled him with 
= 


The judge told jurors they would 
hear closing arguments and begin 
deliberations Thursday. 

On the stand, Druce did not 
describe the actual killing, but was 
asked by his attorney, John LaChance, 
to describe what was going through his 
mind during the Aug. 23, 2003, slaying 
and the weeks leading up to it. 

Druce said he heard Geoghan talk- 
ing on the phone to his sister and also 
overheard conversations he had with 
other inmates about plans to move to 
South America once he was released so 
he could work with children again. 


In one conversation, Druce said, he 
overheard Geoghan discussing with 
other inmates how to molest young 
boys. 

’That just, like, freaked me out," 
he said. 

He said that during one conversa- 
tion, he told Geoghan, © You're bank- 
rupting the archdiocese, you're costing 
them $10 million," a reference to the 
amount the church had paid out in law- 
suits. 

Geoghan replied, ‘I'm worth $20 
million," Druce said. 

During a later conversation, Druce 
said, he told Geoghan he had molested 
150 to 200 children and “destroyed all 
kinds of lives." Druce said Geoghan 
responded: “'I'm worth 300 of them." 

When asked by his lawyer why he 
killed Geoghan, Druce referred to his 
claims that he was molested as a child. 
“IT wanted to get the thoughts out of 
my mind of being molested myself, 
and the arrogant way he answered my 
questions," Druce said. 

He also said he wanted to “‘make a 
statement." 

“T had seen myself as the desig- 
nated individual who had to put a stop 
to the pedophilia in the church," he 
said. 

During cross-examination, prose- 
cutor Lawrence Murphy pressed Druce 
about the level of planning involved in 
the killing. He told investigators he had 
planned to kill Geoghan for five weeks 
and was *‘driven" to do it. 

“It wasn't about planning. I had to 
stop him and that was that," Druce said. 
“He was a sick, degenerate pedophile 
that victimized hundreds of kids." 

Druce also railed about the Boston 
Archdiocese, Cardinal Bernard Law 
and other church supervisors who 
shifted Geoghan from parish to parish 
after receiving allegations that he was 
molesting children. 


Dustin Luca photos 
A before and after shot of the plans in store for the rest 
of the classrooms in Spurk—rooms C-119 and C-109. 


Romney investiages 
death of Geoghan  brain-damage case 


BOSTON (AP)—Saying “errors 
in judgment were made," Gov. Mitt 
Romney announced an independent 
investigation Monday into the state's 
handling of the case of a brain-dam- 
aged 11-year-old girl at the center of 
a right-to-die battle. 

Haleigh Poutre was allegedly 
beaten into a coma last year by her 
adoptive mother and stepfather, who 
fought the state's efforts to discon- 
nect the girl's life support. The state's 
highest court granted the state per- 
mission last week to disconnect the 
ventilator and feeding tube. 

But the next day, the Department 
of Social Services revealed her con- 
dition had improved and she was 
breathing on her own after being 
slowly weaned off the ventilator. 

Romney, a Republican who is 
considering a run for president in 
2008, said he will establish a panel 
to review the girl's 10-year, 45-page 
case log. The commission will look 
into whether caseworkers missed 
signs of physical abuse leading up to 
the September beating that landed 
Haleigh in the hospital, and the 
agency's handling of her care after- 
ward. 

“One cannot look at the life of 
Haleigh Poutre without being over- 
whelmed with sadness," Romney 
said. “She was not someone who 
fell through the cracks _ doctors and 
social workers were watching, but 
errors in judgment were made." 

Social Services Commissioner 
Harry Spence responded by saying 
that he “any expert 
review of one of the most complex 
and confounding cases that the 
department has encountered.” 


welcomes 


The governor said the state has 
no immediate plans to withdraw the 
girl's life support. 

Her stepfather, Jason Strickland, 
and her adoptive mother, Holli 
Strickland, Jason Strickland's wife, 
were charged with assault. But less 
than two weeks later, Holli 
Strickland, whose sister is Haleigh's 
birth mother, was found dead along- 
side her grandmother in a possible 
murder-suicide. 

Jason Strickland fought the 
state's efforts to remove her life sup- 
port, but the Supreme Judicial Court 
ruled unanimously that he could not 
prove that his role in Haleigh's life 
was "of a loving or nurturing nature, 
or even that it was beneficial to the 
child." 

Susan Molina, executive director 
of the Yellow Ribbon Kids Club, an 
advocacy group for foster children, 
said the governor should fire Spence 
and make sure social workers who 
missed the signs of abuse are disci- 
plined. 

The governor said Spence has 
his full support, and he hoped the 
review would help *‘find ways to 
make his job and success even 
greater." 

Last year, the Terri Schiavo case 
in Florida thrust the right-to-die 
issue into the national spotlight. 
Florida Goy. Jeb Bush intervened, 
and congressional Republicans 
pushed through unprecedented 
emergency legislation, signed by 
President Bush, aimed at prolonging 
Schtavo's life. She died March 31 at 
age 41, 13 days after her feeding 
tube was removed. 
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States try to toughen 
penalties for refusing 
breath test 


COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) _ 
States are trying to toughen penal- 
ties for suspected drunken drivers 
who refuse to take a breath test, 
arguing motorists too often get a 
milder penalty than if they had 
provided evidence that could con- 
vict them. Bills to lengthen license 
suspensions or make it a criminal 
offense to refuse a test are pending 
in five states, including Ohio, 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
where the percentages of people 
refusing are among the highest in 
the nation. 

Nationwide, an average of 25 
percent of people pulled over on 
suspicion of drunken driving 
refuse to take a breath test, which 
is designed to estimate the amount 
of alcohol in the blood, according 
to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. 

In every state but Nevada, the 
punishment is a suspended driver's 
license. Still, people who refuse 
believing they would fail a test 
might avoid a drunken driving 
conviction and jail time. 

“We are seeing cases where 
people are being stopped 10, 15, 
20, 30 times," said Massachusetts 
Rep. Todd Smola. ‘Every single 
case they are refusing the breath 
test, paying their lawyer a few 
bucks." 

Defense attorneys = and 
motorist groups oppose stricter 
penalties, and some lawmakers 
don't see the need. 


Legislatures fight 
perceived political 
bias in colleges 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
Christian DeJohn returned from a 
National Guard tour in Bosnia only 
to fight his own war with acade- 
mics at Temple University who he 
says have held up his master’s the- 
sis because of political conflicts in 
the classroom. 

To some conservatives, the 
case represents a national trend by 
some liberal professors to infringe 
on conservative students' night to 
free speech at public colleges and 
universities. 

The debate has reached more 
than a dozen state legislatures, 
which dole out the taxpayer funds 
to those schools, but so far there's 
been more talk than action. 

Legislation modeled after an 
“academic bill of nights" advocat- 
ed by conservative activist David 
Horowitz, founder of Students for 
Academic Freedom, was intro- 
duced in at least 15 states last year, 
but none has passed it, according to 
the National Conference of State 
Legislatures. 

Among other things, the docu- 
ment exhorts professors to present 
a wide spectrum of intellectual 
views in the classroom and dis- 
courages them from basing stu- 
dents’ grades on their religious or 
political beliefs. 


New Faculty for 2006 


Continued from Page 1 


All photography courses are 
offered in the college's new 
Technology Center which opened 
this fall and includes photography 
studios and a darkroom. The col- 
lege's Graphic Design program also 
offers photography related courses 
including Digital Imaging: 
Photoshop and Advanced Digital 
Imaging: Photoshop. 

For additional information about 
the photography classes at NECC 
contact Ward at 
bward@nece.mass.edu or 978 556- 
3396. 

Kristen Michaud of Groton was 
recently appointed a_ full-time 
instructor of nursing at Northern 
Essex Community College. 

Michaud holds an Associate of 
Science Degree in _ Business 
Administration from Castle Junior 
College, Windham, N.H., an 
Associate of Science Degree in 
Nursing from Rivier College in 
Nashua,_a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Nursing from Fitchburg 
State College and is currently 
enrolled in Rivier College's Master 
of Science Degree in Nursing 


Marty 


Program. 

For the past three 
years she has taught as 
an adjunct faculty mem- 
ber at Rivier College, 
Northern Essex, and 
Middlesex Community 
College. She has also 
worked at Lowell 
General Hospital for the 
past 10 years in both the 
Mother/Infant Unit and 
Continuity of Care 
Departments. 

“Kristen brings to 
this position a strong 
combination of solid 
teaching experience and 
impressive work experi- 
ence. She will truly be 
an excellent addition to 
our Nursing faculty,” 
said Paul Bevilacqua, 
vice president and dean 
of academic affairs at 
Northern Essex. 

Northern Essex 
offers both an Associate of Science 
degree in Nursing as well as a certifi- 
cate in Licensed Practical Nursing. 
Both are approved by _ the 


Press Rclcaasigiia 
Kristen Michaud 


Massachusetts Board of Registration 
in Nursing and prepare students to 
take National Licensure examina- 
tions. 


Meehan announces 


grant funding for NECC 


Congressman Marty Meehan 
(D-MA) announced today that 
Northern Essex Community 
College will receive a Community 
Outreach Partnerships Center 
(COPC) New Directions Grant in 
the amount of $198,343 from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

"This funding will allow 
Northern Essex to continue to work 
with the residents of Lawrence to 
improve their skill development and 
financial literacy," said Meehan. 
"Low income residents deserve 
these opportunities and I am 
pleased to announce this grant, 
which will provide them with the 
training and skills they need in 
order to benefit from new employ- 
ment and commercial opportunities 
that arise through the economic 
revitalization of downtown 
Lawrence." 

The funding will be used for 
NECC's Community & Enterprise 
Development Center, whose major 
objectives are individual and skill 
development and financial literacy. 


These activities are important to the 
residents of Lawrence as the city 
faces major economic revitalization 
in the downtown corridor. 

With the COPC New Directions 
grant, Northern Essex Community 
College plans to address two criti- 
cal issues that are affecting impov- 
erished and working class families 
in Lawrence. The college will 
determine which skills are prevent- 
ing this population from securing 
employment and research financial 
issues that are threatening their 
ability to grow their assets and 
develop their wealth. 

Focusing on adults 18-years and 
older who are living in Lawrence 
Housing facilities and are predomi- 
nantly Latino, the college will 
develop an outreach strategy and 
model that will generate profession- 
al development and labor opportu- 
nities for this population. 

"The Center is extremely 
pleased with the award," said Mayte 
Rivera, Director of the Community 
and Enterprise Development 
Center. "We look forward to work- 


ing with the Lawrence Housing 
Authority in outreach and work- 
force development services for their 
residents.” 

"This grant is going to benefit 
families in Lawrence who are living 
week to week, struggling to survive 
financially. It will allow us to help 
them get up on their feet, earn a 
paycheck that they can live on, and 
begin to plan a future," said David 
F. Hartleb, president of Northern 
Essex. "We are very appreciative 
of the leadership that our legislative 
delegation in Washington demon- 
strated in securing this grant for the 
Lawrence community." 

The grant is for two-years and 
the college will be working in part- 
nership with the Lawrence Housing 


Authority, the International 
Institute of Greater Lawrence, 
CLASS, Inc., and the Adult 


Learning Center. 

For more information, contact 
Rivera at 978-738-7631 or 
mrivera@necc.mass.edu 


University of Maine to offer 
biomedical doctoral degree 


Trustees recently 


approved biomedical 
program 
PORTLAND, Me. (AP)— 


Trustees for the University of 
Maine System on Monday 
approved the creation of a biomed- 
ical doctoral degree program at the 
flagship campus. 

As envisioned, the Graduate 
School of Biomedical Sciences 
would use existing faculty and 
expertise as well as partnerships 
with private-sector research insti- 
tutes to educate more scientists in 
the biomedical field. 


‘Biomedical research is one of 
the fastest-growing sectors of 
Maine's economy," said University 
of Maine System Chancellor 
Joseph W. Westphal. 

Money from a bond package 
approved by Maine voters will be 
used to renovate the University of 
Maine's Camden Hall to serve as 
home to the graduate school. 

The plan calls for the 
University of Maine to partner with 
three private entities, The Jackson 
Laboratory, Mount Desert Island 
Biological Laboratory and Maine 
Medical Center Research Institute, 
as well as the University of 
Southern Maine and the University 
of New England College of 


Osteopathic Medicine. 

“This offers Maine a real 
opportunity to meld our existing 
university expertise in life sciences 
and engineering with the resources 
of Maine-based internationally 
renowned research labs," said 
UMaine President Robert Kennedy. 

Trustees also approved a 
mechanical engineering degree at 
the University of Southern Maine. 

The bachelor's degree program 
would be *‘aimed at working adults 
and place-bound students" and 
would utilize distance learning 
technology for several core engi- 
neering courses provided from 
Orono, said USM President 
Richard L. Pattenaude. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Targeting terror 
leaders may not 
terminate the terror, 
experts say 


The Israeli assassins caught 
Abu Jihad in his study. They left 
the chief strategist of the— 
Palestinian uprising with 170 bul- 
lets in his body. Over the next two 
decades, however, the movement 
only grew stronger, and Israel 
bled even more. 

It's called ‘‘decapitation," and 
a missile strike in Pakistan has 
raised the question anew: Would 
eliminating Osama bin Laden and 
deputy Ayman al-Zawahri deal a 
mortal blow to the al-Qaida terror 
network? 

“Decapitation just fuels the 
movement itself," says Jenna 
Jordan, a University of Chicago 
scholar who has closely studied 
the historical record of such 
antiterrorist tactics. 

“| think that is the lesson of 
the Israeli efforts over the years," 
says Brian Jenkins, veteran terror- 
ism analyst with the RAND Corp, 
research firm. 

But, he quickly adds, ~'that 
doesn't mean you don't do it." 

The Jan. 13 missile strike ona 
remote Pakistani border village 
showed again that the U.S. gov- 
ernment is still trying to do it. 


Necropsy performed 
on whale that 
wandered into River 
Thames 


» LONDON (AP) _ A marine 
mammal expert conducted a 
necropsy Sunday on the whale that 
wandered into the River Thames, 
hoping to determine what caused 
the 20-foot-long animal to veer off 
course and splash through central 
London before dying during 
Saturday's rescue attempt. 

The Zoological Society of 
London said it hoped preliminary 
results on what killed the Northern 
bottlenose whale would be avail- 
able Wednesday. Paul Jepson, who 
has conducted government-funded 
research into why dolphins and 
whales strand themselves on 
British shores, was performing the 
examination, the society said. 

The whale captivated onlook- 
ers as it swam in the shallow, 
murky waters of the River Thames 
past the Houses of Parliament and 
Big Ben. It died Saturday night 
after rescuers tried to carry it into 
deeper waters of the North Sea, 
swaddled in blankets on a rusting 
salvage barge. 

Thousands of onlookers had 
lined the banks of the river and jos- 
tled for space on bridges to watch 
the whale being lifted by crane into 
the barge. The drama was broad- 
cast live around the world. 

Earlier, the whale twice tried to 
beach itself. Experts said the whale 
died Saturday after suffering con- 
vulsions and struggling with the 
effects of being out of the water. 
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Know your status! 
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Rapid HIV Testing 
Pregnancy Testhig 
Make a confidential appointment today! 


775A Main Street, Haverhill 
978.521.4444 


MASSHEALTH ACCEPTED 


ALSO CHECK OUT LOW-COST 


@ “Below the waist” exams. @ Birth control 


@ “Plan B” - Emergency contraception ® STD testing and treatment 


i 


REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH @ PREVENTION @ EDUCATION EXPERTS 


19 Broadway @ Beverly ¢ 800.892.0234 * www.healthg.org 
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Hello! 


Do you like talking on the phone? 


» Could you use some extra $$$$$? 


For the Spring 2006 NECC Fund Phonathon 


February 14, 15, 16 
February 28, March 1,2 — 
March 21, 22, 23 

April 4, 6, 11 


e §:30-8:30 p.m. 
e Excellent volunteer opportunity for students 
who need community service hours 


e $8.00/hour for students 
e Pick and choose the days that work best for you 
e Training and scripts provided 

e Light dinner (pizza, sandwiches) offered 
e Incentive prizes 

e NECC Haverhill Campus 


CONTACT: Libby Jensen, Director of Alumni & Donor Relations 
Room A301, Bentley Library + 978-556-3621 + alumni@necc.mass.edu 
Proceeds to benefit the NECC Fund 
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Terrence Malick’ 
take on Pocohontas 
is visual poetry 


By MELISSA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The story of the culture clash 
between the white settlers and the 
American Indians at Jamestown, Va. 
is one that has been told many times. 
The latest take on the tale, Terrence 
Malick's film “The New World,” 
may not be the most historically 
accurate, but it is probably the most 
visually stunning. Truly, “The New 
World” is a work of dreamlike, ethe- 
real beauty. 

The film focuses mainly on the 
story of Powhatan princess 
Pocahontas and her gradual assimi- 
lation into English culture. She is 
played gracefully by Q'orianka 
Kilcher, a 15-year-old part 


Quechua-Huachipaeri Indian, part 
Swiss-Alaskan newcomer to the 
screen. Kilcher never overacts, and 
infuses a gentle sincerity into her 
part. Both in appearance and in per- 
formance, she is reminiscent of fel- 


low-budding actress Keisha Castle- 
Hughes in 2003's drama, “Whale 
Rider.” 

An often-exaggerated aspect of 
Pocahontas’ life is her relationship 
with Jamestown expedition Captain 
John Smith. The story that she 
saved Smith's life and thereafter 
developed a bond with him is the 
stuff of legend, romanticized (if not 
completely fabricated) by Smith 
himself in his journals. 

As both director and writer, 
Malick uses creative license and 
shamelessly perpetuates this fairy 
tale, but it does so with delicacy. 
When Smith (played by Colin 
Farrell in all his bad-boy charm) 
meets the young Pocahontas in the 
film, Smith poeticizes: “Love - shall 
we deny it when it visits us? Shall 
we not take what we are given?” 
Malick then goes on to weave the 
relationship into something so hon- 
est and tender that somehow even a 
history buff can forgive the fiction- 
alization. 

Thus, the young Pocahontas 
begins a journey into her own “new 
world” of adulthood. Her emotional 
passage is often as fraught with pain 
and peril as that of the Jamestown 
settlers’ physical one. As the settlers 
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battle disease and unrest and are 
forced to eat soup made from boiled 
leather, Pocahontas battles Smith's 
indifference and indecision. Her 
ultimate emotional shipwreck is 
complete. 

“You have killed the god in me,” 
she tells Smith. 

The real Pocahontas married an 
English man by the name of*John 
Rolfe, and he is played in this film 
by Christian Bale, who continues to 
pleasantly surprise audiences. 
Upon meeting his future wife, Rolfe 
muses: “When first I saw her, she 
was regarded as someone broken, 
finished, lost.” 

Christopher Plummer also gives 
a small but powerful performance as 
the captain of the Jamestown expe- 
dition. The part of Pocahontas' 
mother is perhaps not so coinciden- 
tally played by Irene Bedard, who is 
best remembered for voicing 
Pocahontas herself in Disney's 1995 


‘ 


Sb cd 
animated take on _ the _ tale. 
(Interestingly, Christian Bale had a 
part in that same film, as a 


Jamestown settler by the name of 
Thomas.) - 

Malick is something of a dark 
horse as a director, best known for 
his 1978 film “Days of Heaven” - a 
tale of wheat harvesters in the Texas 
Panhandle. In style, this film bears 
striking similarity to “The New 
World” with its mythic quality and 
themes of love and death. 

Malick's most recent film is 
visual poetry. Every scene is 
washed in shades of green and gold 
and ranges from sweeping panorama 
to artful close-up. Malick managed 
to film rivers and forests, fields and 
marshlands that almost make one 
forget that the Virginia coastland 
was ever touched by man. 

The score, composed by James 
Horner (also the composer for the 
film “Titanic”), is simple yet heart- 
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breaking, consisting largely of 
music inspired by and mixed with 
birdsong, wind and _ water. 
Instrumental interludes are punctu- 
ated by poetry, most often in the 
form of Pocahontas! prayerful mus- 
ings about the earth and love. The 
music with most passion is the back- 
ground for sweeping panoramic 
views of the new world itself, while 
at tense moments in the plot, unex- 
pected silence gives the audience a 
better sense of being there. 

The film ends with symphony, 
both visual and aural, as scenes of 
natural splendor flow with music 
that crescendos to orgiastic culmina- 
tion... and suddenly becomes the 
trees and water of the Virginia coast, 
as if the simplicity of the wind in the 
trees is closer to ultimate majesty 
than anything man could conjure. It 
is the fact that Malick humbly rec- 
ognizes this truth that makes “The 
New World” an elegant film. 


New music from Sia, We are Scientists, 
Marty Casey & Lovehammers 


By HOWARD COHEN AND 
MICHAEL HAMERSLY 
Knight Ridder Newspapers (KRT) 


SIA, “Colour the Smalt Opes. 


(Astralwerks) 3 stars B : § 


The mesmerizing final scene of 
HBO's hit drama “Six Feet Under” 
was enhanced by Australian singer 
Sia's “Breathe Me,” a quiet epic 
that perfectly matches the emotion- 
al power of the series. 

Last week, Sia -- whose vocals 
you might recognize from projects 
with chill-out acts Zero 7 and 
Massive Attack -- released her sec- 
ond full-length album, “Colour the 
Small One.” And it's only natural 
for one to expect, and not be both- 
ered by, at least a slight dropoff in 
quality: “Breathe Me” is that good. 

Fortunately, fans of that song 
are triply rewarded, as the album 
tacks on two vastly different remix- 
es (by Four Tet and Ulrich 
Schnauss) of “Breathe Me” that 


playfully expand the song's rhyth- 
mic possibilities. 

And just as fortunately, the rest 
of “Colour the Small One” is uni- 
formly good. Sia's depth as a song- 
g ewniter gis impressive, most of the 
tracks open up’ and breathe after a 
few listens like 1 fine red wine. 

On “Sunday,” her sing-song 
voice is hauntingly fragile, like a 
beautiful child struggling to smile 
after enduring more than-her share 
of pain. “Sweet Potato,” about a 
frighteningly dysfunctional rela- 
tionship, is the antithesis to Jewel's 
cloying pop hit “You Were Meant 
For Me,” its twisted harmonies ask- 
ing, “How can she become the psy- 
chic she longs to be to understand 

ou?” 

Beck lends his songwriting 
touch to “The Bully,” its low-key, 
jazzy chords and regretful lyrics (“I 
wish I had taken you in my arms”) 
reminiscent of his 2002 album “Sea 
Change.” 

The 


haunting “Butterflies” 


sounds like the girls from “Girl, 
Interrupted” might have written it, 
coaxing magically weird melodies 
from an accordion, acoustic guitar, 
sax and even a glockenspiel. 

- Although most of the tunes are 
downtempo -- and decidedly non- 
shiny happy (she says she “went a 
bit mental” and needed psychother- 
apy a few years back; “Numb” 
addresses the danger of “Living in 
your head without anything to 
numb you”) -- the album rarely 
feels like a downer. In a way, Sia is 
Morrissey's female counterpart, 
somehow making depression sound 
lush and even uplifting at times. 

“Colour the Small One” is a 
true coming-out party for Sia, giv- 
ing us a voice both unique and 
familiar, comforting and yet a bit 
unsettling. 

Pod Picks: “Breathe Me” 
“Sunday,” “Butterflies,” “Numb.” 

-- Michael Hamersly 


WE ARE SCIENTISTS, “With 


Love and Squalor” (Virgin) 2 stars 

Here's yet another American 
rock act earning Band To Watch 
buzz by sounding British or break- 
ing big in Britain first. 

Brooklyn's We Are Scientists 
plays faster and harder than The 
Killers but manages to cram as 
many hooks into its songs as that 
Vegas band does. W.A.S. also aims 
at the dance floor, ala Franz 
Ferdinand, but does so with punki- 
er breakneck rhythms utilizing 
triphammer drumming and plump 
rock bass lines. Dance to these 
amphetamine-fueled tempos and 
you'll pull a muscle. 

It's all in good fun, thankfully 
brief at 37 minutes, but doesn't add 
up to a whole heck of a lot. 

Pod Pick: “Nobody Move, 
Nobody Get Hurt.” 

-- Howard Cohen 


MARTY CASEY & LOVE- 
HAMMERS "Marty Casey & 
Lovehammers" (Epic) 2 stars 


“Rock Star: INXS,” last sum- 
mer's reality show that found 
unknowns vying for the lead singer 
slot in INXS, provided a national 
platform for struggling Chicago 
band Marty Casey & 
Lovehammers. 

Casey, the likable blond who 
found a way to make a Britney 
Spears song rock during the compe- 
tition, wound up in second place, 
losing to brasher Canadian rocker 
J.D. Fortune, but his band garnered 
the opening slot on the INXS tour 
and Casey may be able to compete 
in the big time with his band's 
eponymous major-label debut. 

Casey can carry a tune, is ener- 
getic and photogenic, and his band- 
mates can crank out convincing 
Nickelback-styled/'90s-era hard 
rock. But that's also the drawback. 
Nothing really feels original or 
fresh and the music already sounds 
a bit dated. 

Pod Pick: “Trees.” 

-- Howard Cohen 
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Sutherland saves the world... again 


Hit Fox show ‘24’ 
kicks off its fifth 
season with a bang 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


Grab a case of Jack Daniels and 
a stack of TV dinners - the new sea- 
son of “24” is ticking away! 

The hit Fox show is geared up 
for its fifth thrilling season chroni- 
cling Jack Bauer, a fictional 
American hero played by screaming 
lunatic Kiefer Sutherland, who is 
once again faced with the daunting 
task of putting his shoes on the right 
feet before signing into rehab. 

The concept behind “24” is rela- 
tively simple and has stayed consis- 
tent for the four seasons it has been 
on the air. Each season tells the story 
of a single day in the life of Bauer, 
who always has some mystical abili- 
ty to find and defuse terrorist threats 
in a matter of minutes. The seasons 
consist of 24 hour-long episodes, 
wherein the events occur in real time. 

The first few episodes of the sea- 
son are usually relatively quiet. That 
is until, in most cases, people Jack 
personally knows either get blown 
up or kidnapped and subjected to 
horrific forms of torture, such as sit- 
ting in a room full of puppies cov- 
ered in spikes. In the fifth season, 
things are being done quite a bit dif- 
ferently... but I'll say more about that 
later. 

In his prior travelS, the ruthless 
and often untreatably insane Bauer 
has saved America's first black pres- 
idential candidate from terrorists, 
disarmed terrorist nuclear weapons, 
and has actually died on multiple 
occasions. How he is still alive is 
anybody's guess, but I would bet that 
it has something to do with terrorists. 


Additionally, as each season 
gradually progresses, American law, 
due process and the Geneva 
Convention are regularly ignored as 
Bauer, apparently in the name of 
freedom, does incredibly mean 
things to incredibly dumb people. 

In season five, Bauer, after dying 
and coming back under the newly 
created identity of Frank Flynn, is 
once again held directly responsible 
for ensuring the safety and unfortu- 
nate continuation of life in Los 
Angeles, which is seemingly the 
hell-pit of all drug trafficking, 
nuclear arms trading, awkward sex 
scenes and, as all of this transpires, 
secret visits from the most powerful 
and influential people in American 
society. 

To kick off the fifth season, and 
also to make its entire run just a little 
less painful, Fox aired the first four 
hours of the show within a two-day 
period - the first two hours on Jan. 
15, and the third and fourth hours on 
Jan. 16. In the first 10 minutes of the 
first hour, the redneck viewing audi- 
ence watched in horror as previous 
main characters were either shot in 
the face, blown up, or cast as per- 
formers on “American Idol.” 

By the time the third episode 
ended, Bauer managed to die no less 
than 29 times, each time coming 
back under new identities, including 
Jimmy Bauer, Fred Minklin, John 
Bauer, James Johnson, George 
Washington, Jordan Bauer, Ronald 
McDonald, the Alcoholic Formerly 
Known as Ronald McDonald, 
Martha Stewart and, as a surprise 
plot twist for the finale of the third 
episode, all four members of 
Metallica. 

The running terrorist theme for 
this season turned out to be a 
hostage-taking extravaganza at an 
airport in Los Angeles, where terror- 
ists, acting on behalf of some funny- 
looking guy with a Scottish accent 
who walks around in a really dark 
room, took nearly 70 innocent peo- 
ple hostage in an effort to prevent, 


and this is not a joke, American TV 
president Charles Logan from sign- 
ing a piece of paper with Russian TV 
president Suvarov. 

In the end, the TV presidents 
signed the paper anyway, and Bauer, 
along with the cooperation of the 
Counter Terrorism Unit (CTU) of 
Los Angeles (his former employer 
before he started dying so much), 
blew up part of the airport and shot 
all of the bad guys in the face after 
storming in as if they were the caval- 
ry. 

This is where the next part of the 
season took off. Having eliminated 
the only plot threat he was working 
with, Bauer was taken into CTU cus- 
tody on allegations of clubbing baby 
seals while a “sleeper” among the 
hostages got away, turned into a ter- 
rorist, and then helped a few other 
terrorists show the viewing audience 
the next threat in the season - a box 
of Dunkin’ Donuts Munchkins and 
some coffee. 

No, seriously. This time around, 
having exhausted their creative sup- 
ply of TV nuclear weapons and TV 
viruses, the writers responsible for 
this incomprehensible _ patriotic 
parade have now resorted to the 
unleashing of some 20 to 30 canis- 
ters of nerve gas, which | imagine 
will be found and destroyed before 
anything productive to the terrorist 
mind actually happens. 

In the past two seasons, the 
threats to the country that Bauer and 
CTU have been responsible for find- 
ing and destroying have come in 
numbers. In season three, a Cordila 
Virus (something that makes people 
get bloody noses and really gross 
boils on their faces) was unleashed in 
a nice hotel just before CTU found 
the remaining canisters throughout 
the country. 

In season four, when terrorists 
gained control of all of America's 
nuclear power plants through the use 
of a VCR remote, one of the facilities 
actually melted down while a guy 
with a very strong speech impedi- 


‘Brokeback Mountain’ big 


By MAUREEN RYAN 
Chicago Tribune (KRT) 


CHICAGO - To those who say 
acceptance speeches are the most 
boring part of any awards show, 
well, you should have watched 
Monday's Golden Globe ceremony, 
because quite a few of the speeches 
were a hoot. 

Steve Carell, Sandra Oh, Geena 
Davis and Hugh Laurie, all of whom 
won for their stellar television work, 
gave hilarious speeches. Even one of 
the speeches for multiple award win- 
ner - and Oscar front-runner - 
"Brokeback Mountain" was funny. 

Larry McMurtry, who shared a 
best screenplay win with Diana 
Ossana for "Brokeback Mountain," 
thanked his lawyers, then gave his 
"most heartfelt" thanks to his type- 
writer. 

"My typewriter is a Hermes 
3000," McMurtry noted, "surely one 
of the noblest instruments of 
European genius, and, ladies and 
gentlemen, can you believe it, it's 
kept me for 30 years out of the dry 
embrace of the computer.” 

As expected, Ang Lee won as 
best director of “Brokeback 
Mountain,” and the film won three 
other awards, including best dramat- 


ic film. "Walk the Line" won as best 
musical or comedy film, and gar- 
nered awards for Reese Witherspoon 
and Joaquin Phoenix. The awards 
were presented by the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association, a group 
of about 90 journalists who are 
based in Los Angeles but work for 
overseas publications. 

"I just want to give my first 
thanks to my fellow filmmakers for 
strengthening my faith in the power 
of movies to change the way we're 
thinking," Lee said when he won. 

Aside from "Brokeback 
Mountain” and "Walk the Line,” the 
movie awards were split by various 
films. Rachel Weisz won a support- 
ing dramatic actress award for "The 
Constant Gardener," and George 
Clooney won a supporting award for 
"Syriana." Felicity Huffman, who 
won an Emmy in 2005 for her 
"Desperate Housewives” role, won a 
Globe as best actress in a dramatic 
film for "Transamerica." 

"I was given the best part of my 
life and I know that," Philip 
Seymour Hoffman said after his sur- 
prise win as best dramatic actor in 
"Capote." He beat out the man wide- 
ly perceived as the front-runner for 
the best-actor Oscar, Heath Ledger. 

The Globes are known for 
rewarding deserving but less obvi- 
ous TV shows and stars, and 


Monday's ceremony was no excep- 
tion. Four of the "Desperate 
Housewives" were nominated in the 
best TV comedy actress category, 
but Mary-Louise Parker shut the 
wives out and won for her work on 
Showtime's "Weeds." "Housewives" 
won later as best comedy series and 
"Lost" won as best drama series. 

Second City veteran Steve 
Carell won a best TV comedy actor 
award for his portrayal of an oafish 
boss on "The Office." In a speech he 
said his wife, Nancy Walls (another 
former Second City performer), 
wrote for him, she was thanked sev- 
eral times, and Carell himself was 
scolded in his own speech. Carell 
frequently paid tribute in the comi- 
cal speech to "Nancy, my precious 
wife, who put her career on hold in 
support of mine and who sometimes 
wishes I would let her know when 
I'm going to be home late, so she can 
schedule her life, which is no less 
important than mine." (Later, a 
"Lost" producer also jokingly 
thanked Carell's wife.) 

One big miss for the usually 
adventurous Globes was in the best 
supporting TV actor category. 
Jeremy Piven was widely touted to 
win for his work as the scheming An 
Gold on "Entourage," but he was 
robbed when Paul Newman won for 
"Empire Falls.” 


ment and an unnatural love for 
cheeseburgers used the aforemen- 
tioned remote to record "Days of our 
Lives.” 

So, after considering the past 
examples of what the writers of “24” 
have cooked up (in some cases liter- 
ally, such as in the case of the small 
farm community located in some 
desolate place like Minnesota 
“cooked up” through nuclear radia- 
tion), | would say that of the 20 or 30 
canisters seen at the end of the fourth 
episode, one or two of them will 
probably end up being actually used 


The biggest laugh of the night 
came from Geena Davis, who won a 
best TV actress trophy for her work 
as a female president on 
"Commander in Chief." She told an 
anecdote about a little girl stopping 
Davis on her way into the auditori- 
um; the girl told the actress that 
Davis' show had made her want to 
be president. The audience collec- 
tively said, "Awww." Davis paused. 

"Well, that didn't actually hap- 
pen,” she said. "But it could haye." 
Guffaws followed. 


Another welcome win came for 


Hugh Laurie, who won as best. TY 
actor for the top-notch medical 
drama "House." Laurie gave a typi- 
cally Globe-ian speech, in that it was 
seemingly spontaneous, wonderfully 
performed and very entertaining. "I 
made a list of all the people who 
deserve to be thanked," he said in his 
very proper British accent. "It came 
to 172 names. Are you ready?” In 
the end, he read off three names at 
random, then eventually thanked the 
show's writers, actors and his wife. 
The most excited winner of the 
evening had to be "Grey's 
Anatomy's” Sandra Oh, who won a 
best supporting actress award. It 
seemed to take her forever to reach 
the podium, then once she was there, 
she could hardly contain her excite- 
ment. "I feel like someone set me on 
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at a mall or something. The rest of 
the canisters will get shot in the face 
by Jack Bauer, and the redneck view- 
ing audience will never hear of them 
again. 

Either that, or the spike-covered 
puppies will somehow manage to 
neutralize the threat, which at this 
point wouldn't surprise me at all. 


The writer of this column wel- 
comes and openly asks for any com- 
ments and feedback on this work. 
Those wishing to provide feedback 
can email dustin. luca@gmail.com. 


at Golden Globes 


fire," she gushed. 

One of the best parts of 
Monday's Globes ceremony? It fin- 
ished two minutes before its allotted 
three hours were up. 

Some more good random Globes 
moments (and let's face it, the 
Globes are really best when they're 
random): 

"CSI's" William Petersen and 
"Stacked's" Pamela Anderson pre- 
senting an award together. What a 
weird duo. 

I love.the Globes because it's the 
kind of ceremony where a star will 
bring) a drink onstage. When 
Virginia Madsen and Harrison Ford 
presented an award together, he 
handed -her his cocktail before he 
opened the envelope. 

S. Epatha Merkerson noted that 
she was 53 years old, and the HBO 
film "Lackawanna Blues,” for which 
she won an award, was her first 
leading role in a film. But still, she 
felt young at heart. "I feel like I'm 16 
but if I wasn't in the middle of a hot 
flash, I'd believe that,” she joked. 

Even the promos during the 
show were funny: A short spot pro- 
moting the NBC comedy "Scrubs" 
showed Zach Braff stealing the 
Globe award from Steve Carell, 
moments after Carell bested Braff as 
best actor in a TV comedy. 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Practical sci. 
classes 
5 High cards 
9 Let up 
14 Informed about 
15 Musical Porter 
16 Dressed for the 
court 
17 Bartok or Lugosi 
18 Church part 
19 Lined 
20 Removed 
22 Foe 
23 Buffalo’s lake 
24 Promising clue 
26 Advanced deg 
29 Less punctual 
31 State north of 
Nev. 
34 Badger 
36 Unilateral 
38 Landed 
39 Marsh 
40 Act as banker 
41 Icier, 
weatherwise 
44 Type of 
monkey? 
46 Two before U 
47 Correction mark 
49 Set the pace 
50 Tarot user 
51 Use for a fee 
53 Confess 
56 Gave up 
61 Drunkard 
62 __ fide 
63 Small coin 
64 __ of roses 
65 Garishly bright 
66 Summit 
67 Pares 
68 In ___ (in actual 
being) 
69 Calendar 
confines 


DOWN 
1 Service station 
job? 
2 Summit 
3 Firm fastener 
4 Trap 
5 Spiny trees 
6 Whirlybird 
Mve-itor tf 
8 Young plant 
9 Overdue debts 
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10 Tied up 

11 Having sufficient 
skill 

12 Abound 

13 Small whirlpool 

21 Word with black 
or fine 

25 Wide shoe width 

26 Lunar aspect 

27 Corridors 

28 Finishes the 
dishes 

30 Means of 
access 

31 Utopian 

32 Tightly packed 

33 Tacked on 

35 Goddess of 
folly 

37 __-de-France 

39 Not intolerable 


Solutions 


42 Wobbles 50 Fiber source 57 Expresses 

43 Pique 52 The present disapproval 

44 Missile that’s time 58 French resort 
thrown 53 Quickly! city 

45 Tear 54 Overdo the 59 Jane Austen 

48 Herschel's TLC classic 


planet 55 Tone down 60 Forest denizens 
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Katrina debris makes a statement 


An artist from 
Florida copes 
through fashion 


By DOUANE D. JAMES 
Knight Ridder Times 


OK, so glued-together roof shin- 
gles do not make for the most com- 
fortable evening wear. 

But to Candice Kenmuir, it does 
make an offbeat statement on South 
Florida's ability to cope and recover 
from a hurricane. 

In the fall, the Barry University 
student collected debris from 
Hurricane Wilma and used it to make 
four pieces of fashion. As a fine arts 
photography student, she was search- 
ing for the right images for her senior 
class exhibition project. 

Inspiration came in the aftermath 
of the October storm, when outside 
of her photo lab she observed a large 
tree uprooted, its leaves decaying and 
falling off. 

"After the hurricane ... there was 
just garbage everywhere," 
Kenmuir, 22. "I figured why not use 
this surplus debris. | wanted to make 
something (where people) would say 
‘Oh, wow." 

With duct tape and glue, hun- 
dreds of dead brown leaves morphed 


said 


into a "Foliage Evening Gown." 

She tied together the broken rem- 
nants of a storm-blown wooden 
fence, red with specks of white paint 
and jagged splinters, to make a balle- 
rina-like dress. 

Black and gray shingles from a 


caved-in school roof became a "Roof 


Tile Couture" dress. 

"I made a very small contribution 
to the cleanup," Kenmuir joked. 

For a fourth garment, "60-Watt 
Wear," she used wire to string togeth- 
er about 150 light bulbs she bought 
for a piece intended as a tribute to 
Florida Power and Light for its effort 
to restore power after the hurricane. 

Kenmuir recruited volunteer stu- 
dent models to dress in the four 
pieces and she photographed them in 
a studio. 

"They definitely were not com- 
fortable," said Kenmuir, who gradu- 
ated in December and is considering 
graduate school. "The models were 
good sports." 

Oversize prints of the models in 
her designs were on display at the 
Barry University library, along with 
other students’ photography and 
graphic design projects 

"She took what was a devastating 
event and used it as her inspiration to 
come up with beautiful imagery," 
said Silvia Lizama, the photography 
professor who gave her project an 
"A." "She turned (it) into something 
positive.” 
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ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) Before mid- 
week, a close relative may 
openly discuss recent 
career disappointments or 
financial setbacks. Ask probing 
questions and encourage creative 
solutions. At present, loved ones will 
need steady guidance and dedicated 
emotional support. Thursday 
through Saturday, romance and long- 
term commitment demand delicate 
negotiations. Someone close may 
wish to challenge established roles 
or move a relationship to a new level 
of intimacy. Remain dedicated: all is 
well. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Social invita- 
tions, sensuality or group 
creativity now offer 
unique rewards. Many Taureans will 
this week adopt an attitude of curios- 
ity or emotional exploration. New 
forms of entertainment or rekindled 
passions may provide special dis- 
traction: before Wednesday, expect 
both friends and lovers to compete 
for your loyalty and attention. Later 
this week, a complex family decision 
may trigger detailed financial dis- 
cussions. Don't. challenge shared 
opinions: tempers may be high 

ly on trusted 


g ime S 
practices and detailed 


records. After Tuesday, your unique 
mental and verbal skills will bring 
clarity to complicated 
remain focused on established 
cedures and expect colleagues 
require extra encourageme! 
Wednesday through Saturday, an old 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) Work officials 
will this week rely heavi- 


business 


projec 


friend or close relative may be 
unusually moody or easily irritated. 
Remain supportive: a fear of social 
change or feelings abandonment 
may be at issue. 


ie 


Cancer 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Loans, job appli- 
cations and official docu- 
ments are now easily clar- 
ified or completed. Early this week, 
however, pay attention to short-term 
expectations, last minute projects or 
new deadlines. Older co-workers 
may ask for an explanation of times, 
dates or daily events. Be forthcom- 
ing: your calm response will influ- 
ence strained relationships. Friday 
through Sunday, friends or col- 
leagues may expect concrete 
answers to fast invitations. Stay 
alert: there's much to consider. 


LEO (July 23-Aug 
J? 22) Romantic partners 
may this week press for 
Leo solid commitments or 
finalized plans. In the coming 
weeks, single Leos can expect a 
Sharp increase in social flirtation 
Remain sensitive to private emotions 
and expect an honest expression of 
hidden romantic doubt: before 
Friday, minor tensions between 
loved ones will escalate. Thursday 
through Saturday, new business pro- 
posals or revised workplace partner- 
ships prove problematic: check dates 
or amounts for minor errors 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
i ' 2) Sept. 22) Gossip in the 
iy workplace is now best 
yao avoided. Over the ne 


seven days, friends or col- 
eagues will appear cheerful but pri- 
Maintain 


ately feel vulnerable 


healthy respect for delicate social 
and romantic issues: at present, new 
love affairs will not survive public 
scrutiny. After mid-week, a younger 
relative may announce a complicat- 
ed business proposal, new job or 
revised financial venture. Advocate 
caution towards new partnerships: 
your past experience will provide 
direction. 


Q 


Libra 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) This week, loved ones 
or close roommates may 
demand group participa- 
tion and special dedication to daily 
chores. Social or family planning is 
now a top priority and may soon cre- 
ate minor disagreements in the 
home. Pace yourself and wait for 
clear signals: ongoing patience and 
empathy will be needed. Later this 
week, a past romantic triangle may 
reappear: expect friends and lovers 
to passionately demand your loyalty. 
Remain quietly detached: progress 
will be slow. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 

i] k Nov. 22) Over the next 
few days, home routines 

and established family 
habits may require serious adjust- 
ment. Respond quickly to the needs 
or opinions of loved ones: before 
next week, close friends or relatives 
may expect public statements of 
dedication and support. Don't ignore 
difficult moments. After Thursday, 
an unfinished business project may 
be cancelled or postpone. Bold reac- 
tions are best avoided: criticism and 
public discussion will not bring the 


Scorpio 


desired results 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
Unique invitations may 
Sagittariwathis week trigger group 
speculation: after 
Tuesday, expect co-workers and 
friends to probe for personal revela- 
tions or private information. 
Romantic promises or family events 
may be of particular interest: go 
slow and carefully consider the feel- 
ings of others. Later this week, 
someone close may ask for a perma- 
nent home decision. Central issues 
may involve parenting habits or 
long-term family plans. Respond 
with honesty: your ideas will be 
proven valid. 


6 


WH 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Legal owner- 
ship, financial documents 
or time sensitive pay- 
ments will this week require caution 
and special diplomacy. Before mid- 
week study minor details, for misin- 
terpreted facts or poorly defined 
terms. Loved ones will press for 
clarity and final promises: find cre- 
ative ways to settle ongoing dis- 
putes. Friday through Sunday, a 
close friend may announce unique 
group or family plans. Offer encour- 
agement: a new era of romance and 
social involvement is now due to 
arrive 


WA AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
WN Feb. 19) Emotional isola- 


Aquar US 


tion will no longer create 
strain between friends and 
lovers. Over the next seven days, 
expect loved ones to foster friend- 
ships or express newfound social 
curiosity. Group events and family 
celebrations be particularly 
slay open lo unique pro- 


may 
rewarding 


reunions. 


Wednesday 
through Saturday, key officials may 
assign new jobs.or expand daily 
workplace duties. If so, avoid public 
comment or group discussion; co- 
workers may need time to adjust. 


posals or 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
} March 20) Trusted busi- 
ness procedures will this 
week ensure reliable 
results. Before mid-week, colleagues 
or officials may feel mildly threat- 
ened by creative suggestions of 
group speculation. Avoid public 
debate, if possible, and wait for new 
ideas to gain support: your dedica- 
tion to established methods will be 
appreciated. Friday though Sunday, 
a controversial romantic proposal 
may arrive without warning. Remain 
sensitive to past loyalties: complex 
social triangles are highlighted 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: 
Almost three years of social ques- 
tioning and quiet introspection will 
now fades. In the coming weeks and 
months, life lessons involving 
romantic disappointment, strained 
friendship or family disruption can 
be translated into wisdom. Before 
mid-March, expect a new era of 
group interest and creative involve- 
ment to take precedence. Long-term 
relationships will also expand. After 
June 3rd, loved ones may propose 
unique home changes, complex 
romantic promises or revised family 
commitments. Respond quickly to 
all suggestions: this is the right time 
to bring extra financial security and 
comfort to the home. Much of 2006 
will increase your appreciation of 
long-term relationships and family 
enjoyment: stay open to fresh think- 
ing and new ideas 
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Winter / Spring 2006 


~ CHOICES 


if you are uncertain about which ier en program iS right for you, 


come to one of these workshops where you will match your personality 


and interests with Ni Ge programs of study and with careers. 


Thursday, January ez 2:00 ~ 9:00 p-m. 


Wednesday, January 18 11:00 a.m.~ Noon 


Friday, February Eye 10:00 ~ | 1:00 a.m. 
Friday, March 10 {0:00 — 11:00 a.m. 
‘J uesday, April 14 4:00 ~ 4:00 p.m. 


bs register to attend, please call 978.556.3722. 


* 


(areer 


| Northern [Essex Community College 
by Please call 978.556.3897 to request an interpreter one week prior to workshop. 


——o 
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. After national rank, Knights slide 


Still in the hunt with 
a 7-7 record, Knights 
need strong finish 

By RYAN MCASKILL 


Sports Editor 
; On the 
Nov. 29 
National Junior 
Co ie ge 
Athletic 
Association’s 
poll the 


Northern Essex 
Mileseuer ~S 
Basketball 
team was 
ranked 16th in the nation in Division 
IIL and held a 6-2 record. 

Since that time the Knights have 
struggled, losing five of their last six 
games while dropping away from 
the National Poll. 

Even after the slide, the Knights 
still have a very good chance to 
qualify for the MCCAC Playdown 
(state tournament) and the NJCAA 
Region XXI Playdown (regional 
tournament). 

Despite the losing, the Knights 
continue to play tough. 

They are ranked ninth in the 
nation in team fieid goal percentage, 
hitting 124 of 240 shots for a 51.67 
percent shooting average. 


Willis Martinez has been the 
Knights star player so far this year. 
Martinez’s 19.7 points per game 
rank 13th in the nation in scoring, 
just under seven points away from 
the nations top scorer. 
He also makes an 
appearance on the 
ranking charts in 
rebounds (9.5 good 
for 14th) and steals 
(2.8 good for 25th) 
per game. 

Aside from 
Martinez, Ulises 
Espinal is also ranked 
on the individual stat 
chart. He is 28th in 
assists per 
averaging 4.8. 

The 
weeks will tell decide 
the outcome of the 
Knight's 
There are eight games 
remaining on the 
schedule before the 
postseason starts and 


game, 


next two 


season. 


each one of them will 
be important. 
Northern 
hosting five of those 


Essex is 


games 

Aside from play- 
ing the other middle 
of the pack teams, the 
Knights play the top 
two teams in the 
region who are also 


nationally ranked — # 13 
Springfield Technical Community 
College, at home, and # 15 Gateway 
Community College, on the road. 
Northern Essex will be looking for 


revenge in both of these games. 
Springfield defeated the Knights 83- 
62 back in early December and the 
Knights took Gateway down to the 
wire falling 78-74 earlier this month. 


Northern Essex Community College 
2005/2006 Men Basketball Schedule 


Opponent 


Uconn Avery Point 


Springfield 


Roxbury 
Gateway 

Dean 

Briarwood 
Bunker Hill 
Quinsigamond 
MCCAC Playdown 


Site 


Home 
Home 


Home 
Away 
Home 
Home 
Away 
Away 


NJCAA Region XXI Tournament 


Region XXI Playdown 


All home games are held in the gym of the Sports and Fitness 
Center on the Haverhiil campus and are free 


Let the new games begin! 


New recreational 
season brings fresh 
events and trips 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


Branching out and connecting 
with as many students as possible is 
the new motto for the Northern Essex 
Recreation and Intramural program. 

The new spring schedule for the 
program was released on Jan. 23 with 
a Super Bowl Tailgate party, com- 
plete with tailgate food and prizes, is 
the first big event planned for this 
semester, set for 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Feb. 3 in the Sports and Fitness 
Center. It is one of many new and 
revamped activities taking place over 
the next few months. 

Returning for the spring semester 
will be the popular pool and pins 
pong tournaments, as well as sports 
like soccer and whiffle ball. The 
annual WinterFest and Spring Jam 
events, held on both campuses, are 
also still on the calendar. 

There are numerous addition this 
semester including Trivia Tuesday, 
including a competition between 
coaches and students, a Polar Bear 
Club with cross country skiing and 
winter hikes. celebrations for the 
Super Bow: Major League 
Baseball’s opening day and the 
NCAA men’s basketball March 
Madness tournament and a new free 
pool group called the Cue Club. 

The biggest difference in the pro- 
gram as compared to years past is the 


abundance and variety of activities 
Although the schedule is subject is 
change, the events added keep the 
program busy as well as offer large 
variety activities for interested stu- 
dents. The events also change with 
the season and are timely. 

“We are looking to touch as 
many students as possible,” said 
Tony Staffiere, head of the 
Recreation and Intramural program 
“We need to better connect with the 
community.” 

Staffiere hopes the new additions 
will bring in a broad array of cliental 

“We have our regulars that will 
still be here,” said Staffiere. “But I 
know that there are people who play 
pool on the campus that have not 
When we start the Cue 
Club and say five new students come 
down to play, maybe they'll like the 
atmosphere and come down for some 
other events.” 

The most anticipated event of the 
Spring is the Ski Trip to Nashoba 
Valley. 

“We really wanted to make this a 
trip,” said Staffiere. “The other ski 
trip is to Bradford which is close, so 
the Nashoba trip lets us take students 
skiing for a day and makes it a real 
trip.” 

Aside from the traditional events 
the program is also trying to reintro- 
duce a classic kids game to the stu- 
dents with a kickball league in April. 
Northern Essex tried this tactic 
before and it worked with dodgeball 

The new season in the recreation 
center is under way. For more infor- 
mation contact Tony Staffiere in the 
Sports and Fitness Center. 


b-en in here 


January 

27: 8-Ball Pool 
Tournament 

31: Sports Trivia 


February 

1: Ping Pong Tournament 
3: Super Bow] Tailgate 11- 
| p.m. 

7: Sports Trivia 

8: WinterFest (Haverhill 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

9: Indoor Soccer 

10: Cue Club 

13: WinterFest (Lawrence 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

14: Sports Trivia 

15: Polar Bear Club 

16: Indoor Soccer 

17: Cue Club 

21: Floor Hockey 

22: Polar Bear Club 

23: Indoor Soccer 

24: Dominican Celebration 
11-1 p.m. 

26: Ski Trip-Bradford (fee 
required) 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
27: Chess Tournament 


Spring Recreation and Intramural Schedule 


28: Floor Hockey 


March 

1: Polar Bear Club 

3: Robo Pong Tournament 
4: Ski Trip-Nashoba (fee 
required) 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
6: 4 vs. 4 Volleyball 

7: Offical Sports Trivia 
Contest 

8: Safe Spring Break 11-1 
p.m. 

10: Free Pool and Popcorn 
20: 4 vs. 4 Volleyball 

21: Floor Hockey 

22: Ping Pong Tournament 
23: March Madness 

24: March Madness 

27: Volleyball 

28: Floor Hockey 

31: 8-Ball Pool 
Tournament 


April, 

4: MLB Opening Day 
Party 11-1 p.m. 

7: Kickball League 

10: Ping Pong Tournament 


The playoffs start on February 
22, with the MCCAC Playdown, 
which the Knights will need to qual- 
ify for in order to advance to the rest 
of the postseason tournaments. 


Knights at a glance 
Record: 7-7 


Individual leaders: 
all stats per game 


Points 

Willis Martinez 19.6 
Paul Nartiff 15.2 
Ulises Espinal 13.7 


Rebounds 

Willis Martinez 9.5 
Dana Spatichino 5.1 
Nolan Murphy 5.1 


Assists 

Ulises Espinal 4.8 
Ryan Middlemiss 4.3 
Willis Martinez 2.2 


Steals 

Willis Martinez 2.8 
Ulises Espinal 1.6 
Ryan Middlemiss 1.6 


11: Whiffle ball 

12: Spring Jam (Lawrence 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

13: Frisbee golf 

14: Mini-Marathon 

18: Whiffle ball 

19: Spring Jam (Haverhill 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

21: Kickball League 

24: Target Golf 

26: Whiffle ball 

27: End of Semester Party 
28: Kickball League 


All events are held from 
12- 1 p.m. (unless other- 
wise indicated) in the 
Sports and Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill Campus. 
They are free to all 
Northern Essex Students 
with a student ID. For 
more information visit the 
Campus Game Room in 
the lobby of the Sports and 
Fitness Center. 
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New varsity sport officially starts . 


Jan. 26 represents 
the official beginning 
to the track era 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


The inaugural season for the 
Northern Essex Track and Field 
team is under two months away and 
the Knights are gearing up. 

On Jan. 26 at 3 p.m. in the lobby 
of the Spots and Fitness Center, the 
first official meeting for the new 
Track and Field program is being 
held. The meeting is open to all cur- 
rent and prospective track athletes. 
The meeting is a mile-stone as it 
marks the first start of a new varsity 
sport at Northern Essex. 

The idea of expanding the 
Knights domain in the collegiate ath- 
letic world is always being tossed 
around the sports offices. 

“We are always looking to 
expand for the spring,” said 
Northern Essex Athletic Director 
Sue MacAvoy. “For a while 
thought, we have baseball why not 
softball? But that never worked out. 
Then the discussion became we have 
a track, so the next logical step was 
track and field.” 

Serious preparations to bring 
track into the sports fold have been 
under way for about a_ year. 
Conditioning practices are underway 


for the current team members, but 
the program is also the process of 
filling out the roster. 

Track is shaping up to be a sport 
dominated by two season athletes as 
many of the varsity coaches for the 
non-spring sports are urging their 
players to join track as a way to 
maintain conditioning and to stay 
active during the off season. 

“As of now we are 
looking at around 10-15 
athletes, which for a new 
team that could not recruit 
is a solid start,” said 
MacAvoy. 

The reason that the 
track program did not 
recruit is because they did 
not have the program in 
place. 

“It is impossible to 
promise a perspective ath- 
lete a chance to join the ~ 
track team when we had no © 
coach and were still unsure 
of the program itself,” said 
MacAvoy. 

Dawn Caputo, the cur- 
rent cross-country coach, 
has taken over the track © 
program as well. They are 
still in the process of hiring 
assist coaches. 

On Nov. 3, the track 
program held an informal, 
information meeting to see 
what kind of interest was 
sparked, and the turnout 
produced some new names 


on a list of current athletes already 
assembled. 

“We have over a dozen athletes 
with decent high school back- 
grounds and experience in the 


sport...which should bode well,” 
said Caputo. “I’m sure others will 
express interest once we start up.” 
Currently the roster looks to be 
strong on the sprinting side of things. 


noe 


Ryan McAskill photo 


The track banner, hanging out- 
side the Sports and Fitness cen- 
ter, has been on display since 
the beginning of last semester. 


The Lady Knights’ 
struggle continues 


Despite remaining 
healthy, basektball 
team can t steal wins 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


The Lady Knights have had their 
fair share of struggles this season. 

From trouble filling out the roster 
to losing varsity level status, the 
Northern Essex Women’s basketball 


team has overcome many obstacles in 
order to play this season. But the 
results have been less then satisfying. 

Currently sporting a 1-10 record, 
the Lady Knight’s are frustrated. 

“It is very frustrating,” said head 
coach Tony Staffiere. “The school 
deserves better. I take full responsi- 
bility for this team.” 

On Jan. 19, the Lady Knights 
hosted the top team in Region XX], 
Bunker Hill Community College and 
lost 100-20. Three days later they 
hosted Southern Maine and fell 80- 
63. Crystal Burgess posted 37 points 


Northern Essex Community College 
2005/2006Women's Basketball Schedule 


Opponent 


Springfield 


Holyoke 


Gateway 


NHTI 
Dean 
14 


All home games are held in the gym of the Sports and 
Fitness Center on the Haverhill campus and are free 


Quinsigmond 


Site 


Home 


Away 
Away 
Away 
Home 
Away 


and Trish Aubin notched 25 in the 
loss. 

“| felt we had turned a corner 
(before the Bunker Hill game) and 
then that happened,” said Staffiere. 
“The game against Southern Maine, 
aside from the win, is the best game 
we have played all season. As a play- 
er you need to be able to bounce back 
and drive yourself to overcome bad 
losses.” 

What makes the tough season 
even harder is the fact that since the 
start of the season Northern Essex 
has not lost a single player, in fact 
they have added. 

“Every team in the 
region has either lost a 
starter or a significant role 
player for an extended 
period of time,” Staffiere 
said. “We’ve had players 
hurt here and there but 
nothing long term.” 

With the season near- 
ing the end, Staffiere has 
already begun recruiting 
to insure nothing similar 
to this season happens 
next year. 

“My main concern 
right now is recruiting,” 
Staffiere said. “I have no 
grantees for next year. 
Every spot on the team 
will be earned. College 
basketball is a privilege 
not a right.” 


“We have some talented athletes,” 
said Caputo. “One was nationally 
ranked last winter in the 600 meter 
run and all-state in the 400. We also 
have two basketball players signed 
up to join.” 

Despite being a new program, 
Caputo sees it being competitive. 

“T believe we will be competitive 
on the district level. That is where 
we need to place our immediate 
focus. There will be qualifying for 
nationals, but our primary focus 
needs to be (on district competi- 
tion),” said Caputo. 

With a new program there are no 
preconceived expectations. “The 
program will be there for anyone to 


join whether they have experience or 
not,” said Caputo. “This is a great 
opportunity for other students to 
involve themselves in the extracur- 
ricular offerings the college pro- 
vides, get back into shape and partic- 
ipate in a sport that they may have 
loved in high school.” 

The track program is up and run- 
ning for anyone who is interested in 
coming out. All athletes looking for 
more information are encouraged to 
see Sue MacAvoy in the Sports and 
Fitness Center (Haverhill Campus) 
or. email Dawn Caputo at dca- 
puto@necc.mass.edu. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) Name the last team to win an 
NFL championship without win- 
ning the Super Bowl. 


2.) Since the AFL-NFL merger in 
1970, how many expansion fran- 
chises have been added to the 


NFL? 


3.) Where is soccer's World Cup 


kept? 


4.) Who was the first NCAA 
Division I-A college football player 
to pass for at least 3,000 yards 
and rush for at least 1,000 yards 
in the same season? 


5.) The Super Bowl trophy is 
named after Vince Lombardi. How 
many NEL titles did Lombardi win 
with the Green Bay Packers? 
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Lot seven, reserved for students, was almost empty at 2:00 p.m. that afternoon and practically a ghost town once 3:00 p.m. came around. 


All around campus, walkways and paths to get to buildings were covered in snow and hardly even recognizable. 


All photos by Dustin Luca 


